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Djokovic poses with the trophy after beating Murray. – AFPphoto
PARIS: Novak Djokovic says he has reached
the peak of his career by taking a “holistic
approach”, leaving nothing to chance.

The 28-year-old Serb put the finishing
touches to one of the greatest years in ten-
nis history on Sunday when he swept aside
old rival Andy Murray 6-2, 6-4 in the final
of the Paris Masters.

The tournament was the final one of
the ATP regular season and the victory
etched his name in the record books.

The first man to win three Grand Slam
titles and six Masters Series titles in the
same year, the first man to reach eight out
of nine Masters Series finals and the first
man to record 14 straight finals in the
same year, all en route to a win-loss record
of 78-5 — the achievements are phenome-
nal.

Djokovic, who is now firmly in the mix
with Rod Laver, Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal for the label of the greatest player
ever, insists that on sheer talent alone he
would never have hit such dizzy heights.

“I think there are a few reasons why I
have managed to reach my peak at this
stage of my career this year,” he said after
his defeat of Murray.

“I think in terms of physical and mental
ability, I have reached my peak experi-
ence?wise.

“Of course I did go through certain pe-
riods that had more doubts and, you
know, I wasn’t as successful. It all served as
a great lesson, as a way to improve and to
get better. So this season, everything got
together.

“I’m a married man, and I’m a father, as
well. I think I have a nice balance and
serenity in my private life that reflects on
the professional life, and vice versa.

“I have this belief that the holistic ap-
proach will definitely get the best out of
yourself.

“I’m still determined to improve, to get
better. Nobody can be perfect, but, you
know, if you are going for the perfection,
you might reach excellence.

“That’s the kind of mind set I have. Try
to work every single day with a purpose.”

It was not always so controlled and
driven for the Serb, who had to leave his
hometown of Belgrade at an early age to
train in Germany and who had to over-
come both physical and mental obstacles
when he first entered the pro scene.

There were even charges that he was a
choker and a bit of a hypochondriac as he
struggled to deal with the physicality of
Nadal and the legend of Federer.

But all that changed with his maiden
major win in the 2008 Australia Open and
then his wonder run in 2011 when he won
the Australian and US Opens as well as
Wimbledon.

He now has 10 Grand slam titles, four
shy of Nadal’s haul and seven away from
the all-time record of Federer.

But at 28 and in the peak of his career,
overtaking them both is a very realistic tar-
get.

“I have been through stages in my life

where I struggled a lot physically, espe-
cially in the beginning of the professional
career. But, all those experiences in the
past have helped me to get stronger, to
learn from those experiences, to under-
stand myself, my body,” he said.

“I try to take nothing for granted. I try
to work on it all the time, because I know
that that is the only way I’m managing to
stay successful, is to continue progressing.

“I’m not trying to keep the status quo,
because for me then that’s a regression.

“I just try to progress, improve all the
time, work on certain things in my life and
my game, and hopefully get better in the
process, which I feel I’m doing now.”

Progressing for Djokovic now means
winning the ATP World Tour Finals in Lon-
don for the fourth time in two weeks’ time.

“I look forward to it, especially because
of the fact that I have had the season that I
have had, and the way that I’m feeling con-
fidently. Hopefully I can finish off the sea-
son with another great win,” he said. – AFP

Kobe Bryant reigns, but Lakers 
lose at Madison Square Garden

NEW YORK: The New York Knicks, aided by
a late three-pointer from Langston Gal-
loway, beat the Los Angeles Lakers 99-95
on Sunday to lend a bittersweet flavor to
Kobe Bryant’s likely last game at Madison
Square Garden.

The 37-year-old Bryant, in his 20th and
probably final season with the Lakers, says
he doesn’t want the 2015-16 campaign to
turn into a farewell tour.

But he may not be able to prevent it, if
the adoring reception he received from
New York basketball fans is any indication.

“It felt amazing,” said Bryant, who drew
a roar almost every time he touched the
ball.

Bryant had received a similar welcome
across town in Brooklyn two nights earlier,
but the cheers resonated even more in
Madison Square Garden, the storied Man-
hattan venue where Bryant played his first
NBA All-Star Game in 1998 and where he
scored a stunning 61 points against the
Knicks on February 2, 2009.

He entered the game with the highest
scoring average at the Garden of any active
player at 30.7 points per game in 15 games.

“I remember coming in my first game
here, not knowing what the hell to expect,

what to do,” Bryant said. “To be here 20
years later and have that (cheering) hap-
pen feels amazing.”

Although Bryant said he wasn’t certain
that was his Madison Square Garden
farewell, Lakers coach Byron Scott said this
weekend he’d had his first real hint from
the player that he wouldn’t return after his
current contract expires at the end of the
season.

Scott told reporters in New York he had
asked Bryant about something coming up
next summer.

“His answer was ‘This might be my last
year,’” Scott said.

The five-time NBA champion led the
Lakers with 18 points on six-of-18  shoot-
ing.

Center Roy Hibbert added 18 points
and nine rebounds and second-year guard
Jordan Clarkson contributed 10 points.

But a close game got away from the Lak-
ers in late in the fourth quarter.

Galloway drained a three-pointer with
two minutes remaining for a two-point
Knicks lead and the hosts never trailed
again on the way to their first home win of
the season.

Forward Carmelo Anthony led the
Knicks with a game-high 24 points, 11 of
them in the fourth quarter and also pulled
down eight rebounds.

After the game Bryant traded hugs and
chats with some former Lakers colleagues,
including ex-coach Phil Jackson, now the
Knicks president, and former teammate
Sasha Vujacic.

But former teammate Derek Fisher, an-
other ex-Laker, wasn’t on the floor for the
post-game embraces having been ejected
in the third quarter for arguing when
Knicks rookie Kristaps Porzingis was called
for a foul on Bryant.

LeBron James, battling a sore left
quadriceps, scored 29 points, grabbed six
rebounds and handed out four assists as
the Cleveland Cavaliers beat the Indiana
Pacers 101-97 for a sixth straight victory.

James, who had said he would undergo
round-the-clock treatment after taking a
knee to the thigh in a game on Friday, did-
n’t disappoint, nor did teammate Kevin
Love, whose 22 points included two key
shots in the final minute.

Love’s uncontested dunk with 8.2 sec-
onds remaining sealed the game and his
own best performance of the season. He
also collected 19 rebounds, blocked three
shots and handed out two assists.

Love and James combined for 18 of the
Cavaliers’ 27 points in the fourth quarter.

Paul George scored 32 points and
pulled down 11 rebounds for the Pacers,
but a near four-minute scoreless spell late
in the fourth ended Indiana’s hopes. – AFP

Castro clings 
to the lead

LOS ANGELES: Roberto Castro was cling-
ing to a one-shot lead when darkness
halted play in the third round of the
Sanderson Farms Championship in Mis-
sissippi on Sunday, with the rain-hit
tournament headed for a Monday fin-
ish.

America’s Castro was one of the few
players to complete two rounds on Fri-
day, and still topped the leaderboard
with a four-shot lead over American
Bryce Molder and Venezuelan Jhonattan
Vegas when the second round was fi-
nally completed on Sunday.

Back-to-back bogeys at the third and
fourth holes of the Country Club of Jack-
son course saw his lead dwindle to one
stroke over DJ Trahan and Michael
Thompson.

Castro was 13-under through six
holes of the third round while Trahan’s
two birdies in his first nine holes of the
third round had him at 12-under.
Thompson was 12-under through seven
holes.

Vegas and Molder remained at 11-
under, among a group of seven players
sharing fourth place when darkness
halted play. – AFP

Kobe Bryant (right) passes around New York knicks Lance Thomas. – APphoto

VALENCIA: Valentino Rossi’s accusations
that he was robbed of a 10th world title by
a Spanish plot were dismissed as “unac-
ceptable” by the powerful head of Honda
racing.

Jorge Lorenzo claimed his third Mo-
toGP world title amid acrimony and accu-
sations of collusion from vanquished
Yamaha teammate Rossi.

Rossi went into the season-closing race
in Valencia seven points clear of Lorenzo,
but the Italian legend was left with a Her-
culean task starting from the back of the
grid as punishment for pushing Honda
rider Marc Marquez off his bike in
Malaysia.

Rossi surged dramatically through the
pack to finish fourth but Lorenzo led
from pole to flag, despite intense pressure
from his Spanish compatriots, Honda
duo Marquez and Dani Pedrosa.

“Incredible work by Honda eh?,” said
36-year-old Rossi. “I knew it would be like
that and so it was in the end.”

He accused Marquez of turning into
“Lorenzo’s bodyguard”.

“It has never happened in sport and it
has been embarrassing,” said the  Italian.

“Lorenzo deserves the title, but he is
not a real champion because something
has happened in this sport that had never
happened before and Lorenzo can’t be
happy.”

But Honda Racing Corporation (HRC)
vice-president Shuhei Nakamoto lashed
out at Rossi.

“We understand that it’s been a very
difficult day for Valentino, after leading
the championship for 17 races and losing
by just five points in the final race must
be very disappointing,” said Nakamoto.

“However, on the other side we cannot
accept the strong accusations he has di-
rected against our rider and Honda. 

“Today Valentino has alleged that Marc
never attempted to pass Jorge, who has
clearly had a very good pace all weekend
which he demonstrated by taking a
strong pole position in qualifying. 

“Marc was struggling to stay behind
him during the race and both him and
Dani have done a great job to not lose too

much distance to Jorge.”
Nakamoto added: “We cannot accept

that these accusations continue to surface
time after time, as this is the perception
of one person — which we respect — but
it is not the reality.”

Whilst denying that “any pact” existed
with Marquez, Lorenzo intimated that his
compatriots had helped him win the title
by not passing him.

“They knew what I had in play,”
Lorenzo said. “The fact they are Spaniards
like me helped me.

“That helped me because for sure in
another kind of race they would have
tried to overtake which they didn’t this
time.”

He added: “If Valentino had been in my
position and with Italians behind they
would have done exactly the same.”

When asked about Rossi fans thinking
he had colluded to help Lorenzo Marquez
replied: “For a winner, accusations of let-
ting another person win is a lack of re-
spect and an insult because we always go
out to win.” – AFP

Rossi blasted over Marquez ‘Lorenzo bodyguard’ jibe

Doping and
corruption
report set

to rock track 
and field

GENEVA: Athletics is braced to be rocked
on Monday by a damning report into alle-
gations of widespread doping and black-
mail in a sport long-viewed as the flagship
of the Olympic Games.

Just 270 days out from the start of the
2016 Rio Olympics, an independent com-
mission set up by the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) will release its findings
into a scandal already viewed as more
damaging than the corruption crisis en-
gulfing world football governing body
Fifa.

“This is going to be a real game-
changer for sport,” said the report’s co-au-
thor Richard McLaren.

“You potentially have a bunch of old
men who put a whole lot of extra money
in their pockets through extortion and
bribes.”

The commission, chaired by former
WADA president and Canadian lawyer
Dick Pound, will report on allegations of
doping which were first aired in a German
TV documentary in December 2014.

That programme claimed Russian
track and field was plagued by doping.

The Sunday Times and the ARD chan-
nel also obtained a database belonging to
the International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF) which contained more
than 12,000 blood tests taken from
around 5,000 athletes between 2001 to
2012. 

Allegations snowballed last week when
the Mediapart news website claimed that
Russian athletics chiefs and the sons of
the former world body president Lamine
Diack blackmailed athletes suspected of
doping to let them keep competing.

Mediapart said it has seen the report
which will be made public on Monday.

French police last Tuesday charged 82-
year-old Diack with corruption over  sus-
picions he took bribes worth over $1
million. 

Mediapart also said six Russian ath-
letes, including top marathon runner
Lilya Shobukhova, were the targets of
blackmail attempts by Russian athletics
federation officials.

It quoted the WADA report as saying
Shobukhova, who had her ban reduced
after giving evidence to IAAF investiga-
tors, handed over $569,000 between 2012
and 2014 to a Russian coach, Alexey Mel-
nikov, who acted as an intermediary.

The report added that Diack’s two sons,
Pape Massata Diack and Khalil Diack, were
alleged to have asked for $500,000 from
Turkey’s 1500m women’s Olympic cham-
pion Asli Cakir Alptekin in November
2012, but she refused.

Alptekin was suspended in April 2013
for abnormal blood samples and is now
serving an eight-year ban and has been
stripped of her London Olympics and Eu-
ropean titles.

Papa Massata Diack will face charges
for various alleged breaches of the IAAF
Code of Ethics.

He will be joined by three others at a
private hearing before a Panel of the
Ethics Commission in London on Decem-
ber 16-18.

They are Valentin Balakhnichev, former
president of the All-Russia Athletic Feder-
ation (ARAF), Melnikov, former chief
coach of Russia’s long distance walkers
and runners, and Gabriel Dolle, former di-
rector of the IAAF’s Anti-Doping Depart-
ment.

Balakhnichev had stood down as IAAF
treasurer at the same time as Papa Mas-
sata Diack’s resignation, while Dolle was
also charged with corruption by French
police.

Current IAAF president Sebastian Coe
on Sunday expressed his “shock, anger
and sadness” at the allegations of high-
level bribery.

“I’m shocked, angry and largely sad-
dened,” Coe told AFP. – AFP

KUALA LUMPUR:  Electronic cigarettes
that contain nicotine can only be sold
by licenced pharmacists and registered
medical practioners, says Health direc-
tor-general Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Ab-
dullah.

“E-cigarettes with nicotine require
registration under the Control of Drugs
and Cosmetic Regulations 1984, Sale of
Drugs Act 1952.

“It can only be sold by licenced phar-
macists and registered medical practi-

tioners, and must be recorded,” he said
in a statement today after chairing a
special committee meeting on e-ciga-
rette here. 

Unauthorised sale of nicotine is an
offence under the Poison Act 1952.

The ministry on Oct 30 said the Cabi-
net had decided not to ban e-cigarettes

or ‘vape’.
Last week the ministry carried out an

operation to seize e-cigarettes that con-
tain liquid nicotine. 
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MP regrets Labuan hosp congestion, unrepaired lift
Sohan Das
LABUAN: Member of
Parliament Datuk
Rozman Isli has pro-
posed that a new hos-
pital block with
upgraded medical
equipment and facil-
ities be built to cope
with the anticipated
increased demand
for public health care
services in the coming years.

Rozman said many individuals who had
to foot their medical bills at private clinics
out of their own pocket cannot now afford

due to the increased costs and other living
costs resulting in a greater dependence on
government hospitals.

Rozman who recently had a walkabout
at the hospital accompanied by hospital di-
rector Dr Ismail Ali and others said:

“ Even now I can notice the congestion
with long queues waiting to see the medical
specialist and the haemodialysis section
with about 20 machines to treat over 80 pa-
tients. Not enough space.’’

He acknowledged that over the years the
nucleus hospitals classified as a “minor spe-
cialist hospital” and allocated RM10 million
under the 10th Malaysia  plan had seen im-
provements.

“But still there is room for more to be
done and it has to be done considering that
Labuan is an island state and far from re-
ferred hospitals. Adding to this Labuan is
an oil and gas hub as well as a financial cen-
tre. The island deserve more attention and
better facilities from the Health Ministry,”

Rozman said that he could not also ac-
cept the fact that the lift could not be re-
paired even after two or more years. “By
such time even a multi-storey hotel would
have been completed.”

He said the lift at the hospital was an im-
portant facility and that even during the
Umno  delegates meeting members had ex-
pressed concern.

“The pathology department is located
upstairs and without the function lift it was
strenuous for those in wheel chairs and oth-
ers disabling conditions to seek access to
the department through staircase and walk
on a steep slope.”

Rozman said he also failed to under-
stand why the hospital despite having ad-
ditional medical staff was taking a longer
time than before to attend to patients.
There were usually long queues at the door
of the medical specialist room. He urged
the hospital to look into the matter as peo-
ple expected fast and efficient service.

Recently Rozman invited Deputy Health
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Hilmi Yahaya to visit

the hospital and the Minister would find
time to visit ‘’as it may help the hospital get
a bigger allocation.’’

In the past Health Minister like Datuk
Seri Chua Sui Lek, Datuk Seri Liow Tiong Lai
had visited the hospital. But after the last
general elections there had been no such
visit.

Over the years the hospital had in-
creased the number of specialist in various
department and added new facilities. The
hospital is also supported by Grade Five
polyclinic at Tj Taaras and another Class
Three clinic is planned  at Bubuloh. Accord-
ing to the hospital improvement of facili-
ties was an on-going process.  

Rozman 

Swepa’s solar project in
Marudu gets CM’s praise

Mary Chin
KOTA KINABALU: The Swepa Barefoot
Solar Project that succeeded in lighting
up 100 homes at Kg Sonsogon Maga-
ndai, in Kota Marudu, through solar en-
ergy, shows what women can achieve for
society’s betterment, said Chief Minister
Datuk Seri Musa Hj Aman. 

Noting that it was a noble initiative
by Swepa, Musa said the Sabah Women
Entrepreneurs and Professionals Associ-
ation (Swepa) can play a very important
role in elevating the lives of women and
communities through socio-economic
empowerment. 

Speaking at the Swepa Installation
cum Charity Gala Dinner 2015 at the
Sabah Hakka Hall, here, Monday, he
said:

“The Sabah State Government sup-
ports your cause and it is my earnest
hope that you will implement more pro-
grammes and outreach projects for the
benefit of women and the nation.

“We acknowledge that women em-
powerment is crucial to their progress
because we strongly believe that women
have the capacity to contribute hugely
to society.” 

The text of his speech was read by the
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Envi-
ronment, Datuk Masidi Manjun.

Musa, who is State Finance Minister,
was happy to note that Swepa has been
supportive of the Government’s devel-
opment agenda and long-term plans. 

“We need participation of all stake-
holders in ensuring that we are able to
meet the objectives set out in pro-
grammes and policies. It is my hope that
the relevant Government departments
and agencies will make an effort to fos-
ter closer ties with Swepa.

“Together, we can harness available
resources towards developing the State
and Nation and improving the quality of
the people’s life in the process,” he said.

From Musa’s observation, Swepa has
also done well in promoting the rights
of women in the business field and in
contributing positively to the economy. 

The CM described the association as
an accessible platform for members to
make their voices heard about chal-
lenges facing them and suggestions that
they have to offer.

“You have constantly provided useful
feedback to the Government on inclu-
sion of women in decision-making
roles, and you have also given ideas on
how the Government can improve cer-
tain aspects related to the well-being of
women,” he said.

Musa commended Swepa on its

string of successful programmes in both
the urban and rural areas.

“This has been proven as reflected in
its garnering two coveted awards this
year – Excellent Women’s Organisation
2015 in conjunction with the State-level
Women’s Day celebration and the Na-
tional Scroll of Honour 2015 Award of
Distinction presented by the Federal
Ministry of Urban Well-being, Housing
and Local Government in conjunction
with World Habitat Day 2015,” he said.

Through regular activities such as
networking events, relevant conferences
and training programmes for members,
he pointed out, Swepa also serves as a
platform for young and budding entre-
preneurs to learn from those who have
been in the business line for many years.
“I hope you will continue to reach out to
more women to join your fold and ex-
pand what you are able to offer to soci-
ety,” he said.

Newly-elected Swepa President, Datin
Hjh Albina Ogor Abdullah, was duly in-
stalled by her predecessor Datin
Jeanette Tambakau.

Musa congratulated the past Execu-
tive Committee under the able leader-
ship of Jeanette and members for a job
well done while wishing Albina and the
new Committee all the very best in their
future undertakings.

In her address, Organising Chairper-
son Datuk Aminah Ambrose said the
charity gala dinner was in aid of Swepa’s
second Barefoot Solar Project at neigh-
bouring Kg Sungai Magandai to electrify
50 more houses in the remote village.

“Part of the proceeds from tonight’s
function will go towards training more
grandmothers to become solar engi-
neers,” she said.

During Jeanette’s term, the associa-
tion embarked on the inaugural Swepa
Barefoot Solar Project with Datuk Ade-
line Leong as Organising Chairperson,
Hanaa Wong Abdullah as Deputy Or-
ganising Chairperson and the outgoing
President as Adviser.

Tarihing Masanim, an illiterate
Dusun grandmother from Kg Sonsogon
Magandai, was handpicked to undergo
a six-month training stint in solar engi-
neering at the Barefoot College in Tilo-
nia, making her Malaysia’s first woman
solar-power engineer under the aus-
pices of Swepa Barefoot Solar Project.
Tilonia is a remote village in the State of
Rajasthan in western India.

With the help of village folks, Tari-
hing has been able to light up 100
households in her village since her re-
turn from India in March this year.

Jeremy appointed a PBRS VP
KOTA KINABALU: Kadamaian Assembly-
man Jeremy Malajad has been ap-
pointed as Vice President 3 of Parti
Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS).

PBRS President Tan Sri Joseph Kurup
announced this when naming the new
Supreme Council line up.

The new faces are Arthur Tan Sri
Joseph Kurup appointed as Deputy Pres-
ident , Richard Kastam as Vice President
1, Vincent Lee as Vice President 2, Datuk
Ellron Angin as Vice President 4 and
Datuk Vincent Sia as Vice President 5 .

Kurup who also holds post of Treas-
urer chaired the first Supreme Council
meeting after the party election that was
held last week.

With the new line up, the party is ag-
gressively moving towards transforma-
tion of PBRS in preparation for the
coming 14th General election. 

Kurup advised PBRS party members
to close ranks and work hard for the
people especially the rural folks who are
the main supporters of PBRS.

He advised all the supreme council
members and PBRS division leaders to go
down to the village level to understand
their predicaments and assist them.

“The rural folk need our help and we
must not fail in our duty to solve their
problem through the numerous govern-
ment programme,” he said.

Also appointed was Matusin Bowie as
Vice President (Youth), Zainun Khan as
Vice President (Women), Damanius
George Auda as Assistant Secretary Gen-
eral, Edward Yong as Assistant Treasurer,
Rayner F Udong as Information Chief
and Malitus Anastasius as Assistant In-
formation Chief.

Committee Members are Empir
Andingos, Doison Dansi, Christopher
Salim Musa, Ignatius  Langiton, Jeffrey
Kinawa, Saloh Yuna, Mohd She Abdul
Liri, Rosnie Manain, Norbert Majilang,
Arimin Modi, Paul Mansiw, Francis Yan-
tim, Paul Yambak, Mahmud Ahmad,
Flora Joseph, Charles Ikang, David Tion-
gin and Alfian Koroh. 

Who can sell nicotine-laced e-cigarettes 

The medal recipients in a group picture with Prime Minister Lee Hsieng Loong.

Three of the mountain guides with their awards. The Commendation medal.

11 Mt Kinabalu Torq trainers receive medals from S’pore
KOTA KINABALU: Eleven Mount Kinabalu
Torq trainers have been honoured with Sin-
gapore’s medal of commendation for their
service in caring for the country’s citizens
during the earthquake in Sabah on June 5.

They received the medals from Singa-
pore President Tony Tan and Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong at an investiture in Singa-
pore marking the republic’s National Day,

according to a statement released here.
“The Singapore government acknowl-

edged that they (Torq trainers) had con-
ducted themselves commendably as a
group in protecting and caring for their
charges.

“Their actions under difficult circum-
stances exemplified the spirit of educators,”
said the statement.

The Torq trainers were among 16 indi-
viduals who supervised and cared for stu-
dents of Singapore’s Tanjong Katong
Primary School on Mount Kinabalu when a
5.9-magnitude earthquake struck Sabah
that day.

The earthquake claimed the lives of 18
people, five of them mountain guides and
Torq trainers.

Yee: Sabah’s loss is S’pore’s gain
KOTA KINABALU: Former Deputy Chief
Minister Datuk Yee Moh Chai  warned that
the Singapore Government has long recog-
nised the Unified Examination Certificate
(UEC) issued by the Examinations Board
for Independent Chinese Schools and con-
tinues to pinch students from Sabah and
Sarawak and elsewhere in Malaysia with
the high school leaving qualification. 

“As a result, more and more non-Chi-
nese students are enrolling in independent
Chinese schools to pursue the UEC qualifi-
cation,” he said.

“Singapore recognises these bright stu-
dents and offers them scholarships,” said
Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) Deputy President
Yee Moh Chai. “This is a big loss to Malaysia
as most of these students, upon gradua-
tion, opt to stay in Singapore and serve
there.”

Yee was commenting on the Sarawak
Government recognising the UEC, a step he
claimed had been taken by the Sabah Gov-
ernment several years ago. 

“It’s time and long overdue for the Fed-
eral Government to review its decision on
the UEC and follow in the footsteps of the
Sabah, Sarawak and Singapore Govern-
ments in recognising the UEC. It’s irra-

tional for the Federal Government not to
recognize the UEC when many other coun-
tries as well, with the best universities, have
recognised the certificate.”

Explaining the Sabah Government rec-
ognizing the UEC years ago, long before
Sarawak, Yee said the State Government
awarded allocations to Chinese independ-
ent schools and awarded state scholarships
as well to top students. He could not say
whether the Sabah Government, like the
Sarawak Government, allowed the intake
of students with UEC into the state civil
service.

“By not recognising the UEC, Putrajaya
is not only denying Chinese students with
this qualification but denying non-Chinese
students as well. Besides, the Federal Gov-
ernment is contributing to the brain drain
from the country.”

He added that it’s no use and a case of
too little too late in wooing these students
back to the country years later under Putra-
jaya’s return of Malaysian talents pro-
gramme with all sorts of incentives. “The
UEC is an excellent platform for our grow-
ing ties with China which has emerged as
an economic powerhouse in the world.”

“Besides English, Chinese provides a

competitive edge in our relations with
China. This can help directly and indirectly
in propelling Malaysia into the ranks of a
high income and developed nation. The
UEC has Bahasa Malaysia as well.”

On the political front as well, said Yee,
the refusal by the Federal Government to
recognize the UEC, among other issues
would continue to affect the ability of the
ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition in
Putrajaya to attract Chinese support come
the General Elections. “The Chinese take
education very seriously. The continued re-
fusal of the Federal Government to recog-
nize the UEC is without merit and is
politically-motivated.”

Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (Unimas)
has since refused to follow in the Sarawak
Government’s footsteps and recognise the
UEC as an entry qualification. UEC is also
not recognised by the Universiti Malaysia
Sabah (UMS) although it takes in high
school students from China with qualifi-
cations equivalent to the SPM and STPM
but without the compulsory Bahasa
Malaysia requirement. English is the
medium of instruction at Unimas and
UMS as well as all 20-odd public universi-
ties in the country.

S’wak puzzled over Unimas’ statement on UEC
KUCHING: Datuk Fatimah Abdullah, the
Sarawak minister holding a watching brief
on education for the state cabinet, said she
is puzzled and does not understand why
the state’s public university Universiti
Malaysia Sarawak (Unimas) issued a posi-
tion statement that it would not recognise
the independent Chinese school’s Unified
Examination Certificate (UEC) as an entry
qualification.

The State Welfare, Women and family
Development Minister said what she un-
derstood from Chief Minister Tan Sri Ade-
nan Satem’s announcement that the state
would recognise the UEC, was that holders
could now use the certificate to apply for
jobs in the state civil service and for entry
into the two private universities which the
state has a stake in – Curtin University in
Miri and Swinburne University of Technol-
ogy, Sarawak campus in Kuching.

She said nothing was said about using
the certificate, which was not recognised by
the Ministry of education, to get into Uni-

mas.
Unimas Vice-Chancellor Prof Datuk Dr

Mohammad Kadim Suaidi on Friday issued
a statement that the university could not
accept UEC holders at the moment as it was
“bound by regulations of the higher educa-
tion ministry”.

Kadim had said Unimas, being a public
university, is obliged to follow directives
from the ministry regarding the national
education policy towards UEC and also the
current admission requirements to public
universities.

Fatimah, however, acknowledged the
state’s recognition of the UEC had high-
lighted the differences in opinion between
Petrajaya and Putrajaya over the standard-
ised examination taken by students in the
12 Chinese independent secondary schools
in the state.

She said the Education Ministry is press-
ing for compliance of the national educa-
tion particularly on Bahasa Malaysia,
history and geography subjects while

Sarawak hopes to be pragmatic by stem-
ming a brain drain, particularly among
those students who excel in science and
mathematics.

“Its compliance versus being pragmatic.”
Fatimah said the situation should not be

that way and believed a win-win situation
to retain the best young minds in the state
could be found.

She said Sarawak United Association of
Private Chinese School Management Board
president Temenggong Vincent Lau is giv-
ing some hope and optimism that the
board could finally budge from their
decades long entrenched position and
agree on some compromise on their syl-
labus.

Fatimah said if there is some sort of con-
formity, or near conformity, on some of
their syllabus,then it could lead to the
recognition these independent Chinese
schools sought.

“I’m hopeful. We want what is best for
our people.”


