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1. August  2014 :  The Raleigh International team spent the months of July-August building and 
  completing the REW (Rural Electrical Workshop) complete with water tanks 
  to catch run-off rain water, toilets and kitchen. It was completed in time for the 
  official launch on the 26th August 2014 when the official representative of 
  Sabah Credit Corporation, Mr. Eligius Samuel, Head of Corporate Services 
  Dept, officially declared open the REW building. The others who were  
  present with the villagers who joined the launch were SWEPA President  
  Datin Jeanette Tambakau,  PACOS Representative Puan Rufina, Raleigh 
  International Representative Mr. Dickie Humphries, the Asst. District Officer 
  En. Hamdan Hj Sarudin and Asian Forestry Company’s Liaison Officer Mr. 
  Eddy.  
 

   

    
 



  
 

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



2. Sept.2014 :   The day arrived when Tarihing Masanim, left Kota Kinabalu on her first  
  aeroplane ride. The second grandmother from their kampung had a change 
  of heart and decided not to go to India after all. SWEPA member Ms. Yap Li 
  Ling, accompanied Tarihing on the trip to Tilonia. They flew from Kota  
  Kinabalu, stopped over in Kuala Lumpur, and arrived in New Delhi airport on 
  the 15th Sept. 2014. From New Delhi, Barefoot College staff picked them up, 
  together with 4 grandmothers from Myanmar, and they drove to Tilonia for 7 
  hours, arriving at the Barefoot College in the early morning hours of 16th  
  September 2014.  
 

 
 

    
 

    
  



3. Sept 2014 :  Tarihing’s adventure is well documented by the Press, especially in Daily 
  Express, this project’s Official Media Partner. Also on Malay Mail Online and 
  on Youtube. 
 
  The cumulative effect of all media coverage is that there is a marked increase 
  in awareness of this project and the energy needs of the rural people in  
  Sabah. The positive response from both the public and private sectors has 
  resulted in increased interest in “what else” can we (all) do to help? This has 
  been very encouraging to the project team and partners and motivates  
  everyone to continue moving forward.  
   
  Coming in April 2015, SWEPA President and Tarihing will be interviewed on 
  television on RTM’s TVi live talkshow “Kami Bah Ini”. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fuqWucWSh-E  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fuqWucWSh-E


4. Jan. 2015: Eleven ladies, 9 from SWEPA, Anne Lasimbang from PACOS and friend Jennifer 
 Anjik, visited Tarihing and Barefoot College in Tilonia. The purpose of the trip was 
 to reassure Tarihing that she was not “abandoned” in India and that we all cared 
 about her and what she was learning, and to impress upon her that we were 
 excited about the good work she would do when she returned.  

 
 

     
 

     
 

     
  



5. March 2015: Tarihing arrived in Kota Kinabalu on the 16th March 2015. SWEPA organized a 
 Welcome Home Event for her on the 17th March 2015 and Tarihing went on  stage 
 to share about her experiences. It was a very meaningful sharing, and she 
 inspired all who were present when she related how she would go through in her 
 mind each night on the day’s teaching, thinking and remembering, because she 
 was worried she would forget.  

 

   
 

   
 

 
 
 

 
  



Capacity Building 
 
The capacity building made possible by the contribution from all partners is summarized as follows : 
 

1. The REW building will house the store where all the equipment will be safely stored and locked 
and there is a small hall which can be used for community meetings and gatherings. Tarihing 
will also have her work table with pigeon holes (to be built by the villagers) and she is expected 
to set up a small team, select her assistants and train them to install the solar units once the 
equipment arrives. As at time of writing, the shipment is expected to ship out from India in April 
and estimated time of arrival in Kg. Sonsogon is end of May 2015.  

2. The Village Solar Committee – SWEPA and PACOS will be helping the Village Solar 
Committee to self-sustain and manage both Tarihing’s monthly salary as well as management 
of the ongoing maintenance of the equipment. Responsibilities of the Committee will also 
include collection of monthly contributions from each household with the solar units installed, 
and to manage the collection for further distribution for salary and any ordering of equipment as 
necessary. This will empower those members of the committee to learn financial management, 
leadership and teamwork.  

3. Kg. Sungai Magandai – the positive outcome of this one grandmother’s return and the 
anticipated successful installation of solar units for 100 households is that the neighbouring 
villages are now also keen to participate in this project, and Kg. Sungai Magandai, being the 
closest to Kg. Sonsogon Magandai has already indicated that they are willing to identify and 
send a grandmother from their village to India too.  

4. The publicity generated from this project has opened the doors for increased interest in the 
Empowerment of the rural people as well as increased interest in finding viable solutions for the 
energy needs for off-grid villages in the rural areas of Sabah.  
 
 

What’s Next 
 
It is anticipated that the shipment from India will arrive in Sepanggar Port sometime in May 2015 and 
transported to the village by end of May. Thereafter, Tarihing will begin the installation of the solar units 
for each household.  
 
SWEPA is organizing an official launch of an Electrified Kg. Sonsogon Magandai in June 2015 where 
the Chief Minister will be invited as the Guest of Honour. Mr. Bunker Roy and Ms. Meagan Fallone have 
already agreed to fly from India to come and witness this historic event. 
 
Upon successful visa quota approval from the Indian High Commission in Kuala Lumpur, SWEPA will 
assist in identifying another two grandmothers from a second kampung (most likely Kg. Sungai 
Magandai) for the second batch of Malaysian Women “Barefoot Solar Engineer” to go to India in 
September 2015 and upon their return, a second village will be solar electrified. 
 
SWEPA will continue to work on this meaningful project for some time to come with the successful 
collaboration with the many partners that have joined to make this project the success that it is. 
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