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Children inside a cage watch at close quarters a lion at the Safari Lion Zoo in Rancagua, Chile.

Zoo in Chile lets the brave
tickle a lion’s tummy

RR ANCAGUA (Chile): Dare ya, double
dare ya, to tickle a lion’s belly. Or
touch his menacing claws.

A zoo in Chile gives thrill seekers a
chance to do just that, albeit while comfy
and snug in the safety of a cage mounted
on a safari truck.

Atop it, lured by a slap of fresh red
meat, is the mighty heaving feline.

Welcome to the Safari zoo in

Rancangua in central Chile, where vehi-
cles takes visitors on a drive through a 2-
hectare (5 acre) enclosure that is home to
six lions.

Travelers ride inside the caged-in back
of the truck.

Then it’s up to the lions to decide
what they feel like doing: ambling up for
a sniff, climbing atop to eat the meat and
look at the cowering humans below, or

even lying down for a rest.
Then, just stick a brave finger through

the metal grates and there you are, touch-
ing the king of the jungle’s tummy.

Safari park is the first of its kind in
Chile and one of few in Latin America.

The idea is for people to see animals in
their natural habitat, in effect with peo-
ple caged up rather than the majestic ani-
mals themselves. – AFP

British ‘Naked Rambler’
case doesn’t stand up in court

STRASBOURG (France): The European
Court of Human Rights on Tuesday
rejected a case brought by Britain’s
“Naked Rambler”, saying his freedoms
had not been transgressed by his multi-
ple convictions for nudity.

Stephen Gough, 55, has spent more
than seven years in total behind bars
after repeatedly being arrested for ram-
bling the highways and byways of
Britain in the nude.

The former marine took Britain to
the Strasbourg-based court on the
grounds that his freedom of expression
and right to respect for private life had
been impinged.

But the European court rejected the
claims by the rambler, who has twice
walked the length of Britain with it all
hanging out.

“The applicant’s case is troubling,
since his intransigence has led to his
spending a substantial period of time in
prison for what is, in itself, usually a rel-
atively trivial offence,” the court said in
its ruling.

“However, the applicant’s impris-
onment is the consequence of his
repeated violation of the criminal law in
full knowledge of the consequences.”

Gough knows his naked rambling
“not only goes against the standards of

accepted public behaviour in any mod-
ern democratic society but also is liable
to be alarming and morally and other-
wise offensive to other, un-warned
members of the public going about
their ordinary business”.

In Britain, judges have sentenced him
for turning up in court naked when fac-
ing charges, and walking out of prison
with nothing on also landed him
straight back in trouble with the law.

“Without any demonstration of sen-
sibility to the views of others and the
behaviour that they might consider
offensive, he insists upon his right to
appear naked at all times and in all
places, including in the courts, in the
communal areas of prisons and on aero-
planes,” the court said.

Gough said the decision was disap-
pointing and vowed to continue.

“I was brought up to believe I lived
in a country that celebrated eccentricity
and difference,” he said, which brings
“variety and colour to the otherwise
slavish conformity that can feel depres-
sive, constricting and sometimes just
downright boring.

“Without the freedom to express our
individuality and uniqueness in our
own way, something inside us dies.” –
AFP

Mahjong faces
endgame in China

BEIJING: Mahjong has become the latest
“extravagance” to be condemned in
censorious official Chinese media, as
pleasure-seeking Communist Party offi-
cials are urged to shun the game in the
name of curbing corruption.

Chinese people have been clacking
mahjong tiles for more than a century,
with some accounts even naming its
inventor as the ancient sage Confucius.
But officials have taken their hobby too
far, according to a commentary in the
People’s Daily recently.

“The phenomenon of Communist
officials going to rural retreats to have
fun, play mahjong and poker... must res-
olutely stop,” the commentary said,
referring to the widespread practice of
betting on games “to add a little stimu-
lation”.

The article called for an equally “res-
olute” end to government staff “spend-
ing public money to visit historical sites
in the name of ‘ s t u d y ’, and then simply
going to any old fun place”.

The commentary was the latest in a
series of state-issued broadsides against
official extravagance, as China’s
President Xi Jinping attempts to improve
the Communist party’s image in
response to widespread anger over
endemic corruption.

The campaign has led to an unprece-
dented investigation into retired security
czar Zhou Yongkang, though the vast
majority of officials punished since Xi
came to power have been from the gov-
ernment’s lowest levels.

The campaign against graft has been
blamed for falling sales of luxury items,
and hit business at expensive hotels and
restaurants, according to reports.

But there has been a backlash by some
officials who have held secret sauna par-
ties and been hiding alcohol in plastic
water bottles as they seek to get around
the crackdown on extravagance, the
People’s Daily said last year.

“Constant reports of saunas held at
farm houses” were evidence of a growing
culture of “low key extravagance” that
was damaging the new president’s anti-
corruption campaign, it added.

The Chinese government on Monday
issued a ban on private clubs in historical
buildings and parks, which are often fre-
quented by officials, state-run media
reported.

Critics argue that party controls over
China’s media and courts limit the effec-
tiveness of anti-corruption campaigns,
which have often been announced by
incoming Chinese leaders in recent
decades.

Chinese officials are not obliged to
disclose their financial assets, while
China has jailed around a dozen activists

who held small-scale street protests call-
ing for such disclosure.

Despite claims linking it back to
Confucius there is no consensus on the
definitive origin of mahjong, a strategic
game generally played with a set of 144
tiles, but many historians believe the
modern game dates back to 19th century
China. 

The historical connection has done lit-
tle for the Chinese national team, which
has fared badly on the international cir-
cuit in recent years.

At this year’s Open Mahjong
Championship in Germany the highest-
ranked Chinese player came in 30th,
behind Japanese and European competi-
tors, according to the state-run China
Daily.

Some Chinese commented that their
“shock at the news was no less than the
Brazilians when they lost 1-7 to Germany
at the semi-final of the World Cup,” the
newspaper added.

Users of China’s social media services
reacted to the mahjong ban with a mix of
approval and bafflement.

“ You can ban officials from playing
mahjong in public places, but it’s fine in
their own homes,” wrote one user of Sina
Weibo, a service similar to Twitter.

“ I f this ban is introduced, how will
officials in Chengdu live?” asked anoth-
er user, referring to the southwestern
Chinese city whose residents are famous
for their love of the game.

Another commentator referred to
recent government restrictions on buy-
ing several products, which in some cases
require real-name registration before
purchase.

“Buying matches, petrol, fruit knives
all needs public declaration, and now
playing mahjong needs public declara-
tion. It seems everything must now be
publicly declared, except officials’
assets.” – AFP 

People play mahjong at a park in China.

Poll finds some
Anglican priests do
not believe in God

LONDON: Two percent of Anglican clergy
do not believe in God, according to a poll
on Tuesday in which dozens of respon-
dents said they were “not sure ‘God’ is
more than a human construct”. Asked to
choose the statement that most closely
resembled their beliefs, nine percent also
chose the phrase “No-one can know what
God is like”.  The overwhelming majority,
83 percent, chose: “There is a personal
G o d ”, while three percent went for:
“There is some sort of spirit or life force”.

The survey of 1,500 Anglican clergy in
Britain and Ireland by the polling compa-
ny YouGov and the University of Lancaster
was carried out in August and September.

David Paterson, a retired Church of
England priest from the Sea of Faith net-
work which rejects the traditional belief in
one personal God and claims to represent
dozens of vicars, said he saw no contradic-
tion. “I preach using God’s terminology
but never with the suggestion that God
actually exists,” he said. – AFP

‘Let him jump’ say
China netizens over
fake suicide scam

BEIJING: A Chinese man staged repeated
suicide attempts to extort cash, reports
said Wednesday, provoking some online
commentators to applaud his business
acumen, while others called on him to
jump to his death.

The 47-year-old, surnamed Li, was pic-
tured on different sets of scaffolding
around tall buildings after news of his
arrest emerged, and mocking media nick-
named him “Brother Building-jumper”.

“Li would often make his suicide
threats in busy public places or on open
construction sites and demand cash from
owners or his rescuers,” the state-run
Global Times said Wednesday, citing
police. The former air conditioner installer
has carried out the scam in more than
seven provinces since 2011, the newspa-
per said, without giving a total number of
fake suicide attempts.

Police in the central province of Jiangxi
arrested him when he threatened to jump
from the sixth floor of a building under
construction over claims for unpaid back
pay, it added. “Officers took Li into cus-
tody after (they) lured him down with
promises of 800 yuan,” the newspaper
said. Li, from the eastern province of
Jiangsu, was said to have extorted 12,000
yuan ($1,963) in total.

Multiple news websites dubbed him
“Brother Building-jumper”, and he was a
popular topic on China’s message
boards. “Moral degeneracy is currently
one of China’s special characteristics,”
one netizen blasted on Sina Weibo, a
Chinese version of Twitter.

“Let him jump!” said another. – AFP

Burning passion: Chinese rich 
pay sky-high meteorite prices

URUMQI (China): One small
cheque to a businessman, one giant
leap for a meteorite: after journeys
of millions of kilometres, rocks
formed from the primordial soup
of the solar system have landed on
the walls of a Chinese showroom.

For some of China’s wealthy,
the terrestrial trappings of fast cars,
designer bags and deluxe apart-
ments are worthless compared to
bounty from outer space.

Tong Xianping is among the
Chinese entrepreneurs paying
astronomic prices and making an
impact in one of the world’s more
arcane markets.

He spent a million yuan
($163,000) on a chunk of the iron-packed
Seymchan, pieces of which were first found
in a Russian riverbed in 1967, and believed
to be billions of years old.

“It was worth it,” said Tong, 50,  admir-
ing the 176 kilogram mass, which calls to
mind an inflated lump of coal. “They are
news from space.” Tong keeps dozens of
specimens under spotlights at his exhibi-
tion space in Urumqi, the capital of
China’s far-western Xinjiang region.

They include a knobbly brown rock that
was part of Gibeon, a meteorite which
crashed in prehistoric southern Africa. It
also cost around a million yuan, Tong adds.

From a safe, he pulled out carbonaceous
chondrites he scooped from the sands
himself – ancient chunks resembling the
nebula which produced the planets of the
solar system.

“These are very complete fragments,
and hard to find,” he said.

Flashy purchases have made China’s
newly wealthy – often politically-connect-
ed businessmen – a subject of envy and
ridicule.

“Company founders and bosses like
big meteorites,” said Tong, who made his
money dealing in jade. In close orbit of the
safe lounged two fellow collectors, sipping
a luxury brand of green tea.

“ I f there are good meteorites, rare ones,
I’m willing to spend a lot,” said one of the
pair, an executive surnamed Liu, whose
firm has won construction contracts on
Urumqi’s first subway line.

Tong is happy to be called a nouveau
riche, he says, although he dismissed
earthly possessions: “Cars are manufac-
tured, but there can only be one of each
meteorite.”

Scholars study the rocks for clues to the
origins of the solar system, and some
believe they seeded Earth with organic
molecules that enabled life to form.

Tong’s own passion for interplanetary
matter is facilitated by a global market
with roots in remote deserts and polar
regions, where the bodies are most easily
spotted.

Top specimens fetch hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars at auction, but unlike
palaeontologists and archaeologists who
decry looting on their sites, experts in the

field welcome the trade.
“ We have a co-operative relationship

with the collectors,” said Monica Grady, a
leading meteorite scientist at Britain’s
Open University.  “We can’t afford to go
out and collect, but this small army of deal-
ers will do it.”

Finders depend on academics to accred-
it the specimens so that they have value on
the market, while at the same time the sci-
entists keep a chunk for themselves, she
added.

But the wave of Chinese buyers has sent
prices skyward and raised fears of forgeries
among some veteran collectors.

“They are just interested in how much
they are worth, they don’t understand the
science behind them,” said Bryan Lee, a
Chinese civil servant who scopes out speci-
mens at the world’s largest meteorite
trade show, in the US desert city of Tuscon.

“It’s led to an increase in fakes,” he
added.Overseas commentators echoed his
concerns.

“Chinese buyers like big specimens and
their presence in the high end market has
been noticeable,” said Eric Twelker,
columnist for the US-based Meteorite
Times. – AFP

One of the dozens of meteorite specimens displayed
under a spotlight at Tong Xianping’s showroom in
Urumqi, in China’s far-western Xinjiang region. 

Custom urns courtesy of company’s 3-D printer
EDEN PRAIRIE (Minnesota): A Minnesota
startup is using a 3-D printer to create cus-
tom urns shaped like objects that were
important to the person whose remains
they hold.

The Eden Prairie-based Foreverence
offers urns that are made with a ceramic
material that looks different than the plas-
tic material typically produced by a 3-D
printer. The process takes nearly an entire
day, starting with about nine hours of
printing, and then followed by several
hours of touchups, the St. Paul Pioneer
Press reported.

Each urn is unique and can take the
form of just about anything, including
ballet slippers, cars and instruments.

“I’m fascinated by the endless possi-
bilities,” company CEO Pete Saari said.

It has even made an urn shaped like the
signature hats worn by rock band Devo
when co-founder Bob Casale died earlier

this year. Foreverence offered Casale’s
family the urn and ended up making two
for them. Casale’s family told the compa-
ny that it was “the first joyous moment in
a dark period of time for them,” Saari said.

Foreverence sells its urns, which typical-
ly cost thousands of dollars, through
funeral directors.

“ We want funeral directors to keep
conversations focused on legacy,” said
Saari, whose privately held company
launched five months ago. “What was
important to the deceased? What was
symbolic of a life, a dream, the pursuit of a
passion?”

The urn is created by a ceramic-com-
posite material that’s fed into the 3-D
printer in a powdered form. Its shape
gradually takes form with colouring that
bonds each layer together, and staff mem-
bers put the final touches on the urns. –
AP 

Composite ceramic custom 
printed 3-D funeral urns depicting a

piano (inset top), an automobile (inset
bottom) and dancing shoes.
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Giving equal space to the
physically challenged

Rini Zahlifah Ismail

NEW development projects taking
place in Kota Kinabalu are mindful of
the disabled, thanks to City Hall and

other government authorities who have
been pushing for amenities for them.

Parking lots, bus stops and washrooms
are among facilities available for people
with special needs and although they may
seem unimportant for some, these facilities
assist the physically challenged in a huge
way.

Nowadays, a lot of them drive, and just
like everyone else, they too need to pay their
bills, buy groceries, draw out money, and go
out with their loved ones. 

This was echoed by the physically chal-
lenged themselves such as Fariz A. Rani,
Noney Gondolos and Francis Xavier Kinjin.

Fariz, considered a leader for the physi-
cally challenged community in the city, as he
set up the Young Voices of Sabah, a group for
the physically challenged, said all of them
are on the same page when it comes to facil-
ities.

In the same breath he called for more
such facilities especially parking lots and toi-
lets as many of these are constantly being
used and even misused. 

“Some buildings or shopping malls, do
not have these facilities. Sadly, the limited
number available which we all appreciate
are being misused by those who are not even
categorised as physically challenged," he
said.

To prove his point Fariz has taken photos
of vehicles taking up their spaces in the cap-
ital. 

“Physically challenged drivers have
stickers on their cars to prove that they are
physically challenged.

"Although the authorities are doing a
good job to cater to parking lots for us, they
are sadly being constantly abused by the
public which City Hall or other district coun-
cil representatives are not aware of."

Towards this end, he hoped the public at
large would have more compassion. “It
might not be their intention to do so, but
please remember that we really need that
space."

To its credit, Wisma Tun Fuad Stephens at
the Karamunsing intersection is the first dis-
abled-friendly building in the State provid-
ing facilities like a motorised wheelchair lift
outside, parking lot, washroom and a slid-
ing door at the main entrance for their con-
venience. 

However, more is needed especially
places where the disabled normally go to
like banks, post offices, clinics/hospitals and
shopping complexes.

According to Fariz, voice synthesisers
inside lifts to announce which floor a person
is in is also needed. "This is very helpful to
the blind.” 

"I do acknowledge the changes that are
taking place in the city like bus stops, park-
ing lots, slopes and training are all good. City
Hall and the Ministry of Local Government
and Housing, Ministry of Community
Development and Consumer Affairs, among
others are doing a fantastic job.

“But I would like to see changes also be
made to places approved before 2010 …
before the law  was amended to include
facilities for the disabled.

“ For example, Metro Town at
Kolombong does not have facilities for the
disabled. I asked a representative at City Hall
and the answer I was given was related to
this approval. Some development projects
were approved earlier, but the development
projects only started after a few years which
leads to this problem.”

When it comes to catering to the needs of
the physically challenged in terms of facili-
ties, Suria Sabah is the very best, said Fariz.
“It’s tip top!”

Francis agreed, saying he found it diffi-
cult at other places. “Megalong is a bit bet-
ter now. So is City Mall. But they can’t beat
Suria Sabah yet.

“ Perdana Park in Tanjung Aru is also fan-
tastic in terms of allowing people like us
access.”

"As for parking lots and public toilets,
I’m not satisfied. About 30 of us from all
over the State are registered in a group and
more than 10 of us are actually driving.”

“ Facilities at bus stops deserve praise,
but how are we going to take the bus? Who
is going to help us? What about those using
a wheel chair? The rules and overall culture
towards the disabled should be changed. 

"Lack of assistance and facilities is one of
the reasons why the disabled are reluctant to
go out. They stay at home because it’s diffi-
cult for them to go out. How are they going
to go from one place to another? It’s diffi-
cult to go out by bus. It’s difficult to go out
by taxi. It’s also difficult to park if you
drive.”

“ We shouldn’t think only of people
who are born disabled or even those dis-
abled due to an accident. What about those

who are ill or those who are too old? They
are considered disabled too. I think the
authorities should give some thought to
this.”

Francis shared his own experiences of
taxi drivers not being helpful. 

“Once when I used to take public trans-
port, the taxi driver had the heart to ask me
to take another taxi because there was not
enough space to place my wheelchair in his
boot.”

Meanwhile, Noney Gondolos said
although she is satisfied with the toilets for
the disabled provided in some shopping
malls, there should be more than one in
each washroom especially in the city where a
lot of people including the physically chal-
lenged commute on a daily or weekly basis. 

“Usually, only one space is catered to for
the physically challenged in each wash-
room, so on behalf of the physically chal-
lenged community, I’d like to voice out my
concern. If the non-physically challenged
women or men had to wait in line because
there is only one space for them or have a
hard time finding a washroom inside a
shopping mall or building, I think it would
make their day a bit hard. And these little
things matter to people because it’s what
they do on a daily basis. It’s a need.”

“Therefore, more of these facilities
would be appreciated,” added Noney. 

“I don’t drive, so I do not feel any need
for parking lots, but it is a burden for my
other disabled friends who do. ”

In response to this, Fariz highlighted the
correct specification that should be adhered
to when building a toilet for the disabled. 

“The doors can’t be too small to make
way for those using wheelchairs. The sink
needs to be at the right place. It has to be at
the correct height. Likewise the toilet bowl
needs to be in the right location. 

“The perfect example are toilets at the
Kota Kinabalu International Airport. KKIA
has the best toilets in the city for the dis-
abled. This should be emulated and imple-
mented at other places.”

Both, Fariz and Noney are successful
entrepreneurs who are however wheelchair-

bound.
Bound to a wheelchair due to an accident

in the past, Fariz is nevertheless far from
being an immobile and incapable person.
The same goes for Noney.

She was born disabled and had to be car-
ried around by her family before she was
given  a wheel chair when she was in her 20s. 

As a person who is fond of beautifying
people and just beauty in general,  Noney
has turned her passion into a business. She
has  done makeovers for so many women
including Unduk Ngadau contestants dur-
ing the Harvest Festival. 

For now, she focuses only on Kaamatan
Beauty Queens at village level, but wishes to
venture further. Putting lipstick, lip gloss,
blush, mascara and other colours on aspir-
ing beauty queens at the State and City Hall
level  would be a dream come true for this
45-year old from Kota Belud.

But like others facing the same fate, she
too has faced discrimination and even
looked down upon due to her condition.

“I think what makes a disabled person
confident is their mentality. You have to be
positive. There will always be people who
will try to put you down or dislike you for
whatever reason. But whether you want to
listen to them or not, is entirely up to you.
Being positive I think was the only way I got
to stand up for myself.”

The more knowledge she acquired most-
ly through free government courses, the
more confidence she felt. 

“I have been involved in this business
since 2003, but I only came out of my shell in
2011 after I participated in proper courses.

When my knowledge 
increased, my confidence increased too.

Nowadays, I’m always learning and
improving myself.”

Having had the positive mentality since
she was 24, she says she owes it all to her
principal, the late Benedict Suimin who had
influenced her in that way. She was fortu-
nate enough to meet him when she enrolled
at a rehabilitation centre for the physically
challenged in Inanam.

“Sticking with like minded people … peo-
ple who look at life in a positive way certain-
ly helps.” Fariz on the other hand  is a suc-
cessful entrepreneur, who owns his own
company - JB Prosthetic and Rehab Supply –
and employs  four physically challenged
people at his office.

He supplies prosthetic arms and limbs as
well as rehabilitation equipment to those
who need it.

“ I was inspired by the discrimination
against the physically challenged. My main
motivators are my family."

Fariz albeit disabled is driven and it
shows when he talks about the staff under
his employment, saying they have gone
from zero to hero.

“Most of them own a car and are able to
manage themselves without any support. I
drive too. This is why parking lots catered to
us help us tremendously. When we go out
with our loved ones or go out to pay the bills
and go shopping, we need our space to be
independent and be mobile. It’s difficult
for us to carry out our daily duties if this
space is abused.”

He recalled that his self esteem improved
only after he made the effort to get out of the
house, get a job, meet people and help those
in need. 

"In terms of business, to prevent going
bankrupt, do a business you know about. If
you are familiar with a business, you won’t
go wrong. But, if you don’t know anything
about it or have no experience or little expe-
rience, I’d advise you to learn first.

“There are people who think that just
because other people are doing a particular
business or that other people have made it
in that business, that they would make it
too."

In this respect he advised those with spe-
cial needs to be crystal clear about what they
want and to know exactly where they are
going before they take the plunge. 

Do a business that you know well. That’s
the best advice I can give, said Fariz.

The parking lot for the disabled at 
KWSP is unsuitable for us due to 

the steep road. It is dangerous, 
highlighted Fariz and added that they
could get hurt when they step out of 

their cars. (Photo was taken by Fariz)

Fariz

Noney

Francis

Roy’s role in getting landmark judgment on wages
From PPage 99

And we seem to confuse the two. So we
are up against major challenges as far as the
formal education system is concerned.

DE: II aam ssure aa llot oof PPhD sstudents wwould
have ggone tto yyour ccollege tto ssee hhow yyou
have aactually tturned tthe wwhole tthing uupside
down iin tterms oof uunderstanding hhow
knowledge aand sskills ccan bbe aacquired wwith-
out fformal eeducation.

Bunker RRoy: First of all, they have to turn
themselves upside down before they come
because there are many things that they
have pre-conceived notions about which
will fall by the wayside.

So the unlearning process must begin
before you come to the Barefoot College and
that is a very difficult process. Very difficult,
lots of people can’t manage. You know you
have this great desire, just because you have
been to a very good college, I want to teach
someone. You know, this tendency.

How about you learning from someone
else who is socially inferior? That reverse
process doesn’t match with them.

DE: TThey ccan’t aaccept iit.
Bunker RRoy: They can’t accept it because

they cannot believe that someone who has
never been to school and college can teach
you something.

Because in universities and colleges, you
don’t learn about compassion, you don’t
learn about patience. You don’t learn about
tolerance, that’s inside you. Either you have
it in you or not.

That is what I think Barefoot College gives
in ample measure to people. It’s the sole
area that you don’t pick up in school and
college.

DE: YYou ssued tthe RRajasthan SState
Government iin 11983 ffor aallowing wwomen
famine wworkers tto bbe ppaid lless. WWas tthis tthe
first cclass aaction ssuit ttaken bby aanyone
against aa SState GGovernment iin IIndia?

Bunker RRoy: Yes. We had a massive
education programme through puppetry.
Glove puppets. 

If you go to Rajasthan, you will find in
five-star hotels, people with string puppets

but only 50 people can watch. With the
glove puppets, 5,000 people can watch. You
are transferring the technology of puppetry,
traditional puppetry into something which
is much more of a communication tool. We
have a puppet called Jokhim Chacha. Jokhim
Chacha is 300 years old. He knows every-
thing that is happening in the village. all the
gossip in the village.  He is my problem-
solver, my lawyer, my doctor, my teacher, my
donor. So this puppet once spoke to 30
women. ‘Say how much are you getting,’
so the women said they are getting three
rupees. The puppet said, “That’s not true,
you should be paid seven rupees.”Then  the
women asked the puppet, ‘What should we
d o ? ’  “ You go to the national highway and
sit down on the road and stop all the trucks
on both sides. Then the Government of India
will come and say, ‘What are you doing sit-
ting on the road.’  And you say, “Look, if
you give me seven rupees, I will get up. ”

So they came to me and said, ‘What are
you teaching these women? Why are you
asking them to sit on the road?’ I said (to
the women), ‘ Next option, you send a very
large card, because Chief Justice was Justice
Bhagwati who believed in public interest lit-
igation, big time. He told me “Look, if you
send me a postcard, I will treat that as a writ-
ten petition.” So 30 women signed a very
long postcard and sent it to the Chief Justice
of India and he treated it as a written peti-
tion. He summoned the Government of
Rajasthan and asked what’s the story here.

The Government of Rajasthan, said, ‘Oh,
you know, this  activist Bunker Roy making
trouble for all of us. Every famine, we pass an
Ordinance saying that we don’t have so
much money .We give less money so that
more people get work.

Bunker RRoy :: Chief Justice said this is
cock-eyed logic. People who are actually suf-
fering should get more money and not less
money. You have to give more money. So he
declared the Government of Rajasthan
Famine Relief Act unconstitutional in 1983.

That was a historic judgment because it is
always quoted when minimum wage issues

come up in the Government of India even
today. And it all started because of the pup-
pet.

DE: BBecause oof tthat AAct, nnow yyou hhave
minimum wwage ffor aall?

Bunker RRoy: No, Manmohan Singh  (ex-
PM) refused to give minimum wage and
that’s why he failed. Manmohan Singh
refused to give minimum wage to people
who have worked for eight hours.

DE: WWhen wwas tthis? 
Bunker RRoy: 2013. He didn’t get away

with it. He lost the election. The Andra
Pradesh High Court passed a judgment say-
ing the Government of India must pay mini-
mum wage. 

But the three stooges of the Government
of India at that time, Manmohan Singh,
Chidambram and Montek Singh Ahluwalia,
all been to Harvard, and all had been to
World Bank, they don’t know a thing about
the rural poor. Sad.

DE: WWhat hhave bbeen yyour oown oobserva-
tions oor cconclusions aabout tthe ppeople wwhose
lives yyou hhave cchanged?

Bunker RRoy:  They become better citizens,
they become independent thinkers, they
become role models, they become changers
in their own right and they have dispensed
with the Barefoot College. They are on their
own, they have never been dependent on the
Barefoot College for anything. We have only

given the opportunity and the space for peo-
ple to grow. And when they have grown,
they have flown.

I think that is the role of an NGO. Put
them to a level where they can think on their
own. Fly on their own. And I think we have
done a lot in that area where people have
become independent.

DE: YYours sseems ddifferent bbut ccorruption
also sseeps iinto NNGOs.

Bunker RRoy: If you can only take that
much that you can spend properly, you
don’t have a problem. But today, unfortu-
nately, greed has taken over lots of NGOs.
They take much more money than they can
spend properly.

Because they have to show that they have
spent the money. Barefoot College fortu-
nately so far, Meagan will testify, that we
have taken that much money that we can
spend and show, account for and in a trans-
parent process show that that money has
been spent because we always have some-
thing called public hearings. 

A public hearing is something like a
social audit. Everyone in the whole village
comes out. And we say, according to us, we
have put in 400 pumps. Can you tell us if 400
pumps have been put in the village? Yes, yes,
yes. According to us, we have built a school.
Does the school exist? Is it working? Yes, yes,
yes. The whole community has to endorse it.
That is a social audit which means that we
don’t get an expert from outside evaluat-
ing. We actually do it from within.

DE: IIn aa ddifferent wway.
Bunker RRoy: Very different, transparent,

open, collective way. And if someone says,
Oh, why did you hire that guy because he is
a crook, then we find out why we had that
guy. You know, we also read out to  look at
where we have gone wrong or where we
have gone right. It’s a very transparent,
powerful process and I think this works.
Even here (Sabah), we will have a social audit
after we do the work to see how many peo-
ple in the community actually have some-
thing to say openly, freely, frankly.

DE: HHow aabout tthose ggroups tthat aare

actually ggiving yyou tthe ffinances? DDo tthey
demand ffrom yyou llike hhow yyou sspent tthat
money?

Bunker RRoy: We have to be proactive. We
have to show anyone. Today, we have the
Right to Information Act. 

DE: TThe AAmerican vversion iis vvery ppower-
ful aand eensures ttransparency.

Bunker RRoy: Not as powerful as the Right
to Information Act of India.

The Indian Parliament passed it in 2005.
My wife was instrumental in passing that
Act. Under that Act, everyone has that right
to ask from the Government how much
money has been spent in my village and I
want the accounts for it. And the
Government has to give it in 25 days or they
are penalised. They have to pay 250 rupees
fine if they don’t

So this is the worst Act for the politician
and the bureaucrat, and they are always try-
ing to fiddle with that Act and dilute it. 

Now every Government servant is
accountable. I want to know how much has
been spent in that school, I want to know
how many cement bags have gone in, I want
to know who has got work from it, how
many tractors were used, I want to know if
that school is still standing or not. Very pow-
erful Act.

DE: WWe hhave aa bbetter oone.
Bunker RRoy: Which is…
DE: Official Secrets Act (OSA). We are not

supposed to publish or divulge spending or
deal approved behind closed doors or we
can be jailed. Many Malaysians have spoken
against it as a blow for good governance.

If not for the Official Secrets Act, the
media in Malaysia will be doing wonderful
things. That’s how we journalists feel and
have conveyed this to the Government but
nothing came out of it.

Bunker RRoy: But I think Malaysia is a
member of a worldwide movement on
transparency in government.

DE: TTransparency IInternational, yyes. TTo
be ffair, wwe aare aalso nnot tthat bbad.

 MORE NEXT WEEK

Roy: Major challenges
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